Compelling Nonfiction for Children
Looking for real-life stories to share with your learners? These titles are shelved in the Juvenille Nonfiction Book section by
dewey number followed by the first three letters of the author’s last name unless otherwise noted.

Grades 2-3
Beeler, Selby. Throw Your Tooth on the Roof: Tooth Traditions from Around the World. (J 398.3 BEE)
Consists of brief statements relating what children from around the world do with a tooth that has fallen
out. Includes facts about teeth.
Cate, Annette. Look Up!: Bird Watching in Your Own Backyard. (J 598.072 CAT)
A humorous introduction to bird-watching featuring quirky full-color illustrations portray
dozens of birds chatting about their distinctive characteristics, including color, shape, plumage,
and beak and foot types.
Deedy, Carmen Agra. 14 Cows for America. (J 327.14 DEC)
Maasai tribal members, after hearing the story of the September 11th attacks from a young Maasai, who
was in New York on that day, decide to present the American people with 14 sacred cows as a healing gift.
Fleming, Candace. Giant Squid. (J 594 FLE)
A nonfiction picture book exploring the mysterious life of the elusive giant squid.
Floca, Brian. Locomotive. (Picture Books: E FLO)
Learn what it was like to travel on the transcontinental railroad in the 1860s.
Gibbons, Gail. It’s Raining! (J 551.57 GIB)
A thorough explanation of the formation and effects of rain.
Roy, Katherine. Neighborhood Sharks. (J 597.3 ROY)
An up close look at the ocean's most fearsome and famous predator and the scientists who
study them--just twenty-six miles from the Golden Gate Bridge.
Saint George, Judith. So You Want to Be President? (J 973 SAI)
Presents an assortment of facts about the qualifications and characteristics of U.S.
presidents, from George Washington to Bill Clinton.
Smith, David J. If the World Were a Village. (J 304.6 SMI)
Comparing the world population to a village of 100 persons, the author reveals such facts as
the languages of the village, how much each earns, if the person is literate, has a television
and has enough to eat.
Sweet, Melissa. Balloons Over Broadway. (J 791.53 SWE)
Artist Sweet tells the story of the puppeteer Tony Sarg, capturing his genius, his dedication, his zest for
play, and his long-lasting gift to America--the inspired helium balloons that would become the
trademark of Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade.
Winter, Jeanette. Watcher: Jane Goodall’s Life with the Chimps. (J 921 GOO)
Follow Jane from her childhood in London watching a robin on her windowsill, to her years in
the African forests of Gombe, Tanzania.
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dewey number followed by the first three letters of the author’s last name unless otherwise noted.

Grades 4-5
Bridges, Ruby. Through My Eyes. (J 921 BRI)
Ruby Bridges recounts the story of her involvement, as a six-year-old, in the integration of her school in New
Orleans in 1960.
Cate, Annette. Look Up!: Bird Watching in Your Own Backyard. (J 598.072 CAT)
A humorous introduction to bird-watching featuring quirky full-color illustrations portray
dozens of birds chatting about their distinctive characteristics, including color, shape, plumage,
and beak and foot types.
Fleming, Candace. Amelia Lost: the Life and Disappearance of Amelia Earhart. (J 921 EAR)
Tells the story of Amelia Earhart's life - as a child, a woman, and a pilot - and describes the search for her
missing plane.
Fleming, Candace. Giant Squid. (J 594 FLE)
A nonfiction picture book exploring the mysterious life of the elusive giant squid.
Frank, Anne. The Diary of a Young Girl. (Adult Nonfiction: 921 FRA)
The journal of a Jewish girl in her early teens describes both the joys and torments of daily life, as well as
typical adolescent thoughts, throughout two years spent in hiding with her family during the Nazi occupation
of Holland.
Freedman, Russell. We Will Not Be Silent: the White Rose Student Resistance Movement That Defied
Adolph Hitler.
(J 943.086 FRE)
Russell Freedman tells the story of Austrian-born Hans Scholl and his sister Sophie. They
belonged to Hitler Youth as young children, but began to doubt the Nazi regime. Their belief that
freedom was worth dying for will inspire young readers to stand up for what they believe in.
Hopkinson, Deborah. Titanic: Voices from the Disaster. (J 910.016 HOP)
Tells the tale of the sinking of the Titanic using the narratives of the witnesses and survivors to the disaster.
Levine, Karen. Hana’s Suitcase. (J 940.53 LEV)
A biography of a Czech girl who died in the Holocaust, told in alternating chapters with an
account of how the curator of a Japanese Holocaust center learned about her life after
Hana's suitcase was sent to her.
Marrin, Albert. Flesh & Blood So Cheap: the Triangle Fire and Its Legacy. (J 974.7 MAR)
Provides a detailed account of the disastrous Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire in New York City, which
claimed the lives of 146 garment workers in 1911, and examines the impact of this event on the nation's
working conditions and labor laws.
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Montgomery, Sy. Temple Grandin : How the Girl Who Loved Cows Embraced Autism and Changed the World.
(J 921 GRA)
When Temple Grandin was born, her parents knew that she was different. Years later she was diagnosed
with autism. While Temple's doctor and father both recommended an institution, her mother believed in
her. As an advocate for autism, Temple uses her experience as an example of the unique contributions that
autistic people can make.
Roy, Katherine. Neighborhood Sharks. (J 597.3 ROY)
An up close look at the ocean's most fearsome and famous predator and the scientists who
study them--just twenty-six miles from the Golden Gate Bridge.
Rusch, Elizabeth. The Mighty Mars Rovers: The Incredible Adventures of Spirit and Opportunity.
(J 523.43 RUS)
The story of the two robot vehicles, Spirit and Opportunity, that were sent to explore Mars, lasting far
past their projected lives of 3 months and sending back invaluable images of the
environmentally hostile planet.
Saint George, Judith. So You Want to Be President? (J 973 SAI)
Presents an assortment of facts about the qualifications and characteristics of U.S. presidents,
from George Washington to Bill Clinton.
Stelson, Caren. Sachiko: a Nagasaki Bomb Survivor’s Story. (J 921 SAC)
The true story of six-year-old Sachiko Yasui's survival of the Nagasaki atomic bomb on August 9, 1945, and
the heartbreaking and lifelong aftermath.
Stone, Tonya. Almost Astronauts: 13 Women Who Dared to Dream. (J 629.45 STO)
Here is the tale of thirteen women who proved that they were not only as tough as the toughest man but
also brave enough to challenge the government. But even though the Mercury 13 women did not make it
into space, they did not lose, for their example empowered young women to take their place in the sky,
piloting jets and commanding space capsules.
Turner, Pamela. Crow Smarts: Inside the Brain of the World’s Brightest Bird. (J 598.8 TUR)
The team takes you on a research trip to New Caledonia in the Pacific Ocean to follow crows
in aviaries and in the wild while answering many thought-provoking questions like: "Can a
crow outsmart a scientist?"
Walker, Sally M. Secrets of a Civil War Submarine. (J 973.7 WAL)
Follow author, Sally M. Walker on a fascinating journey through the workings of the famous submarine,
its voyages, and the difficult obstacles that were overcome to recover, excavate and
conserve the ship.
Walker, Sally M. Written in Bone: Buried Lives of Jamestown and Colonial Maryland. (J 614.17 WAL)
Takes readers through the process of investigating human remains found at colonial-era sites
to reveal causes of death, match remains with the names on the historical records, and
determine the skeletons’ gender, age at death, nationality, and even economic standing.
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Grades 6-8
Bartoletti, Susan Campbell. Hitler Youth: Growing Up in Hitler’s Shadow. (J 943.086 BAR)
Susan Campbell Bartoletti explores how Hitler gained the loyalty, trust, and passion of so many of Germany's young
people. Her research includes telling interviews with surviving Hitler Youth members.
Brown, Don. Drowned City: Hurricane Katrina and New Orleans. (J 363.34 BRO)
The riveting tale of this historic storm and the drowning of an American city is one of selflessness, heroism,
and courage -- and also of incompetence, racism, and criminality. Don Brown's kinetic art and as-it-happens
narrative capture both the tragedy and triumph of one of the worst natural disasters in American history.

Fleming, Candace. Amelia Lost: the Life and Disappearance of Amelia Earhart. (J 921 EAR)
Tells the story of Amelia Earhart's life - as a child, a woman, and a pilot - and describes the
search for her missing plane.
Frank, Anne. The Diary of a Young Girl. (Adult Nonfiction: 921 FRA)
The journal of a Jewish girl in her early teens describes both the joys and torments of daily life,
as well as typical adolescent thoughts, throughout two years spent in hiding with her family
during the Nazi occupation of Holland.
Freedman, Russell. We Will Not Be Silent: the White Rose Student Resistance Movement That Defied
Adolph Hitler.
(J 943.086 FRE)
Russell Freedman tells the story of Austrian-born Hans Scholl and his sister Sophie. They belonged to Hitler
Youth as young children, but began to doubt the Nazi regime. Their belief that freedom was worth dying
for will inspire young readers to stand up for what they believe in.
Hoose, Phillip. The Boys Who Challenged Hitler: Knud Pedersen and the Churchill Club. (J 940.53 HOO)
At the outset of World War II, Denmark did not resist German occupation. Deeply ashamed of his nation's
leaders, fifteen-year-old Knud Pedersen resolved with his brother and a handful of schoolmates to take
action against the Nazis if the adults would not. The boys' exploits and eventual imprisonment helped
spark a full-blown Danish resistance.
Hopkinson, Deborah. Titanic: Voices from the Disaster. (J 910.016 HOP)
Tells the tale of the sinking of the Titanic using the narratives of the witnesses and survivors to the
disaster.
Johnson, Rebecca L. Zombie Makers: True Stories of Nature’s Undead. (J 578.6 JOH)
Examines real-life accounts of zombies in nature, including a fly-enslaving fungus, a suicide worm, and a
cockroach-taming wasp, and related topics.
Levine, Karen. Hana’s Suitcase. (J 940.53 LEV)
A biography of a Czech girl who died in the Holocaust, told in alternating chapters with an account of how the curator
of a Japanese Holocaust center learned about her life after Hana's suitcase was sent to her.
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Marrin, Albert. Flesh & Blood So Cheap: the Triangle Fire and Its Legacy. (J 974.7 MAR)
Provides a detailed account of the disastrous Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire in New York City, which
claimed the lives of 146 garment workers in 1911, and examines the impact of this event on the nation's
working conditions and labor laws.
Marrin, Albert. Uprooted: the Japanese American Experience During World War II. (J 940.53 MAR)
On the 75th anniversary of the bombing of Pearl Harbor comes a harrowing and enlightening look at the internment of
Japanese Americans during World War II.

Montgomery, Sy. Chasing Cheetahs. (J 599.759 MON)
Describes the cheetah's essential role in the ecosystem and the ways in which Namibia's Cheetah
Conservation Fund is promoting cohabitation between cheetahs and farmers.
Montgomery, Sy. Temple Grandin : How the Girl Who Loved Cows Embraced Autism and Changed the World.
(J 921 GRA)
When Temple Grandin was born, her parents knew that she was different. Years later she was diagnosed with autism.
While Temple's doctor and father both recommended an institution, her mother believed in her. As an advocate for
autism, Temple uses her experience as an example of the unique contributions that autistic people can make.
Rappaport, Doreen. Beyond Courage: The Untold Story of the Jewish Resistence During the Holocaust.
(J 940.53 RAP)
Through 21 meticulously researched accounts- some chronicled in book form for the first time- Doreen Rappaport
illuminates the defiance of tens of thousands of Jews across eleven Nazi-occupied countries during
World War II.
Sheinkin, Steve. Bomb: The Race to Build--and Steal-- the World’s Most Dangerous Weapon. (J 623.4 SNE)
Recounts the scientific discoveries that enabled atom splitting, the military intelligence operations
that occurred in rival countries, and the work of brilliant scientists hidden at Los Alamos.

Stelson, Caren. Sachiko: a Nagasaki Bomb Survivor’s Story. (J 921 SAC)
The true story of six-year-old Sachiko Yasui's survival of the Nagasaki atomic bomb on August 9, 1945, and
the heartbreaking and lifelong aftermath.
Stone, Tonya. Almost Astronauts: 13 Women Who Dared to Dream. (J 629.45 STO)
Here is the tale of thirteen women who proved that they were not only as tough as the toughest
man but also brave enough to challenge the government. But even though the Mercury 13
women did not make it into space, they did not lose, for their example empowered young
women to take their place in the sky, piloting jets and commanding space capsules.
Turner, Pamela. Crow Smarts: Inside the Brain of the World’s Brightest Bird. (J 598.8 TUR)
The team takes you on a research trip to New Caledonia in the Pacific Ocean to follow crows in aviaries
and in the wild while answering many thought-provoking questions like: "Can a crow outsmart a
scientist?"
Weaver, Joyce. Voice of Freedom: Fannie Lou Hamer, Spirit of the Civil Rights Movement. (J
323.092 WEA)
Presents a collage-illustrated treasury of poems and spirituals inspired by the life and work
of civil rights advocate Fannie Lou Hamer.
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Fascinating Nonfiction
Looking for interesting real-life stories to read? These titles are shelved in the Juvenile Nonfiction Book section by dewey
number followed by the first three letters of the author’s last name unless otherwise noted.

Grades 9-12
Albom, Mitch. Tuesdays with Morrie: An Old Man, a Young Man, and Life’s Greatest Lesson.
(Adult Nonfiction: 378.1 ALB)
A sportswriter conveys the wisdom of his late mentor, professor Morrie Schwartz, recounting their weekly
conversations as Schwartz lay dying.
Bartoletti, Susan Campbell. Hitler Youth: Growing Up in Hitler’s Shadow. (J 943.086 BAR)
Susan Campbell Bartoletti explores how Hitler gained the loyalty, trust, and passion of so many
of Germany's young people. Her research includes telling interviews with surviving Hitler Youth
members.
Bartoletti, Susan Campbell. They Called Themselves the K.K.K.: the Birth of an American Terrorist Group.
(Adult Nonfiction: 322.4 BAR)
With those words, six restless young men raided the linens at a friend’s mansion, pulled pillowcases over
their heads, hopped on horses, and cavorted through the streets of Pulaski, Tennessee in 1866. The six
friends named their club the Ku Klux Klan, and, all too quickly, their club grew into the self-proclaimed
Invisible Empire with secret dens spread across the South. This is the story of how a secret
terrorist group took root in America’s democracy.
Brown, Don. Drowned City: Hurricane Katrina and New Orleans. (J 363.34 BRO)
The riveting tale of this historic storm and the drowning of an American city is one of selflessness,
heroism, and courage -- and also of incompetence, racism, and criminality.
Heiligman, Deborah. Charles and Emma: the Darwin’s Leap of Faith. (J 576.8 HEI)
Charles Darwin and his wife, Emma, were deeply in love and very supportive of each other, but their opinions
often clashed. Emma was extremely religious, and Charles questioned God's very existence.

Hoose, Phillip. The Boys Who Challenged Hitler: Knud Pedersen and the Churchill Club. (J 940.53 HOO)
At the outset of World War II, Denmark did not resist German occupation. Deeply ashamed of his
nation's leaders, fifteen-year-old Knud Pedersen resolved with his brother and a handful of
schoolmates to take action against the Nazis if the adults would not. The boys' exploits and
eventual imprisonment helped spark a full-blown Danish resistance.
Lewis, John. March: Book One. (Young Adult Graphic Novel: YA 741.5 LEW) Also Book Two and Book Three
March is a vivid first-hand account of John Lewis' lifelong struggle for civil and human rights, meditating in
the modern age on the distance traveled since the days of Jim Crow and segregation. Rooted in Lewis'
personal story, it also reflects on the highs and lows of the broader civil rights movement.
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Marrin, Albert. Flesh & Blood So Cheap: the Triangle Fire and It’s Legacy. (J 974.7 MAR)
Provides a detailed account of the disastrous Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire in New York City,
which claimed the lives of 146 garment workers in 1911, and examines the impact of this event
on the nation's working conditions and labor laws.
Rappaport, Doreen. Beyond Courage: The Untold Story of the Jewish Resistance During the Holocaust. (J

940.53 RAP)
Through twenty-one meticulously researched accounts- some chronicled in book form for the first timeDoreen Rappaport illuminates the defiance of tens of thousands of Jews across eleven Nazi-occupied
countries during World War II.
Samanci, Özge. Dare to Disappoint : Growing up in Turkey. (YA 741.5 SAM)
Ozge Samanci watched as her country struggled between its traditional religious heritage and
the new secular westernized world of brand-name products and television stars. This touching
memoir shows how Ozge dared to overcome both her family and her country's expectations to
find happiness by being an artist
Sheinkin, Steve. Bomb: The Race to Build--and Steal-- the World’s Most Dangerous Weapon. (J 623.4 SNE)
Recounts the scientific discoveries that enabled atom splitting, the military intelligence operations that
occurred in rival countries, and the work of brilliant scientists hidden at Los Alamos.
Sheinkin, Steve. Lincoln’s Grave Robbers. (J 973.03 SHE)
Describes how a counterfeiting ring plotted to ransom Lincoln's body to secure the release of
their imprisoned ringleader, and how a fledgling Secret Service and an undercover agent
conducted a daring election-night sting operation.
Shetterly, Margot Lee. Hidden Figures : the American Dream and the Untold Story of the Black Women
Mathematicians Who Helped Win the Space Race. (Adult Nonfiction: 510.92 LEE)
A group of dedicated female mathematicians known as "human computers" used pencils, slide rules and
adding machines to calculate the numbers that would launch rockets, and astronauts, into space. Among
these problem-solvers were a group of exceptionally talented African American women, some of the
brightest minds of their generation. Even as Virginia's Jim Crow laws required them to be segregated from
their white counterparts, the women of Langley's all-black "West Computing" group helped America
achieve one of the things it desired most: a decisive victory over the Soviet Union in the Cold War, and
complete domination of the heavens.
Stone, Tanya Lee. Courage Has No Color: the True Story of the Triple Nickles : America's First Black
Paratroopers.
(J 940.54 STO)
Examines the role of African-Americans in the military through the history of the Triple Nickles,
America's first black paratroopers, who fought against attacks perpetrated on the American West
by the Japanese during World War II.
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